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PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR - 2024
SADEGH SOURI - IRAN



ABOUT US

The INTERNATIONAL GOLDEN SHOT AWARDS are established globally with the aim of promoting and recognizing outstanding
talents in the world of photography. These awards provide a unique opportunity for professional and amateur photographers
from anywhere in the world to showcase and share their works.

At the Golden Shot, we believe that photography is not only an art but also a medium for storytelling, expressing emations,
and representing cultures.

Therefore, we seek to identify and honor photographers who, with their creative eyes, capture the world around them and
inspire others through their works. The organization of these awards is carried out in collaboration with experienced and
renowned judges in the field of photography, and we are proud to introduce the top works to the photography community
every year.

| Mehdi Nazeri
| Founder of Golden Shot Photography Awards



Portrait

First Place:
Hamidreza Sheikhmorteza - Hope



Honorable Mention:
Amir Minabian - Bride and groom’s

Second Place: Third Place:
Kyle Lui - Loiand Alex — Dance WViet Van Tran - Young contemporary

Honorable Mention: Honorable Mention: Honorable Mention:
Cerrina Smith - A Welcome Respite Hesamodin Ansarian - Drowning in mysticism Marijn Fidder - Tamale Safalu



“€ SMUGGLING VICTIMS

Six million litres of diesel and paraffin oil are smuggled from Iran to Paki-
stan every day, which amounts to about two billion litres every year. Jobless-
ness, drought, and the low price of fuel in Iran compared to Pakistan are the
main reasons for fuel smuggling, which have led most of the young people in
Sistan and Baluchistan Province to choose this profitable and dangerous job.
More than 3000 vehicles in the province are smuggling fuel. To prevent the fuel
smuggling, the police do not allow the smugglers to cross the border in various
ways. Therefore, the drivers of fuel vehicles drive very fast to escape from
the police. As a result, the vehicles crash, capsize, and catch fire. Crossing
the border is forbidden for the vehicles without permission. If vehicles enter
the border zone, the police have the right to shoot. In many cases, the officers
shoot at the tyres and stop the car, and in many cases, the bullets hit smugglers
in the leg. According to the statistics, smugglers are mostly wounded in the leg.
An average of 10 to 20 people are maimed or killed every month in the shooting
or accidents.

8 Winner

' Sadegh Souri







““ LOVELY HORRORS

One of the most important mourning events in Noushabad city is the sym-
bolic presence of the demons on the 8th day of Muharram. Every year on this
day, a large number of people in Noushabad dress up and paint their faces and
bodies to make themselves look like demons. . This ceremony is held in memory
of the presence of a group of demons at the behest of Zafar Jani - their leader
- in the incident of Karbala. Children have a colorful presence in this ceremony
and attend this ceremony with their parents with indescribable enthusiasm.
The frames of this collection have been prepared during the last three years in
residential houses and streets leading to Hosseinieh Noushabad.

® Honorable Mention
‘ Amir Masoud Arabshahi
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““ EPILOGUE

| am truly passionate about portrait photography. It holds a special place in my heart
because it allows me to perceive life differently. For me, taking a portrait photo means
capturing more than just an image; it means preserving the essence of a person’s soul.
The face acts as a mirror, revealing all the emotions, trials, and tribulations one has
endured. It is this belief that has led me to embrace the title of a soul collector. As a
photographer, | often find myself pondering over my role in society. What is my duty? It
is with great conviction that | have chosen to be the voice for those who are voiceless.
The focus of my current collection centers around the marginalized individuals in our
society those who have become homeless and addicted to drugs. These people, often
judged solely based on their appearance, are subjected to harsh criticisms and misplaced
assumptions. We all know someone, be it a friend or a relative, who has fallen victim to
their own poor choices, leading to a life of despair. The pain that resonates from this
issue is all too familiar. Over the course of nearly two years, | dedicated myself to this
collection, immersing myself in the lives of these individuals. What struck me the most
was their undeniable kindness and their longing for consideration. All they needed was
someone to listen, to lend them an ear. In my encounters with these people, their stories
touched me profoundly. | discovered that behind their current circumstances, they were
once living a good life, holding steady jobs. However, a specific event or an unfortunate
situation had stripped them of everything they held dear. To capture the essence of these
individuals, | always carried a black background with me. Through their eyes and hands, |
aimed to convey their emotions and invite viewers to feel a connection to these powerful
images. What resonated with me the most was the overwhelming generosity of these
individuals. Despite their own hardships, they accepted my help with great difficulty. In
these moments of communication, | realized that their past lives and present struggles
were much more complex than what met the eye.

® Honorable Mention
\ Ebrahim Elmi







““ |LLUMINATED DUALITIES

My photography draws inspiration from Baroque masters like Caravaggio
and Rembrandt, using chiaroscuro to explore identity, culture, and the passage
of time. Through a careful interplay of light and shadow, | create images that
bridge tradition and modernity, combining classical aesthetics with contempo-
rary narratives. Influenced by early portraiture, | focus on posture, gaze, and
composition to evoke a sense of historical depth while grounding the work
in present-day realities. An integral element of my art is the use of contem-
porary Iranian fashion, featuring garments crafted from traditional fabrics
and patterns. These designs reflect the fluidity and adaptability of a nomadic
identity, celebrating Iran’s cultural diversity while resonating with themes of
migration and belonging. My move to London deepened my exploration of the
dualities of rootedness and transformation, East and West, past and future.
Each photograph is a dialogue between heritage and innovation, illuminating
the richness of cultural evolution. Through this fusion, | invite viewers to reflect
on the timelessness of tradition, the fluidity of identity, and the shared human
experience of change. My work celebrates the beauty of transformation while
honoring the enduring power of cultural expression.

@ Honorable Mention
‘ Nima Moradpour
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